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to make the visit of the ship pleasant through courtesies that are
recalled at this day. - Dinners were given and returned. Dances
had to be omitted, primarily because there were no European
ladies at the station, although if there had been the intense heat
would have made that form of gayety impossible.

The American consular agent was the Rev. Mr. Bushnell, a
missionary who had been assigned to this unhealthful section of
the coast. He had taken the risk of having Mrs. Bushnell with
him, but the effect of the climate was noticeable upon both those
good people.

During the Essex's stay in these waters a visit was made to
the grave of Lieutenant Commander W. K. Wheeler as a mark
of respect to the memory of a comrade-in-arms who had shared
with the writer the perils of battle in the far-off hills of Kang
Hoa, in Korea. Poor Wheeler had fallen a victim to Bright's
disease, which developed on a cruise in the Alaska to the coast of
Africa a year or two before the arrival of the Essex. He died
about the time of his arrival and was buried in a little cemetery
not far from the consulate.

The salubrity of the climate of this part of the world had an
ardent advocate in a French lieutenant, commanding one of the
river gunboats. He declared that when he had left France, some
years before, ill with what was supposed to be a pulmonary
trouble, he had never expected to return alive; but when the
Essex made her visit, he pointed with evident satisfaction to his
avoirdupois of 280 pounds, of which 180 had been gained in
equatorial Africa. He thought this to be incontestable evidence
of the salubrity of the climate of this much-abused part of the
world.

The Essex7s mission to that coast included an inquiry into
the causes of the destruction of an American schooner by the
natives at Shark's Point, at the mouth of the Congo River, and
to this point she proceeded from the Gaboon River to ascertain
the causes and to punish the natives there for piracy, if the
burning of the vessel had been unprovoked.

Going south from the Gaboon, the Essex crossed the Equator,
and as there were a number of apprentices on board who were
to cross the line for the first time, the ceremony of Neptune's
visit was observed. All those on board who had never beforent withdrawing orders to dispose of it. The
